
Weekly Prayer Letter 

April 1st, 2021 
Pray for our churches of the week (April 5th-11th 2021): Brainerd Hills Baptist Church (Pastor 
Mark Smith), and New Shepherd Hill Baptist Church (Pastor Felton Maughon). 

 

1) HACOBA CARE MINISTRIES: After the fire that took place at PattenTowers this past week, 
there are 200 in need that have been displaced in three different hotels. Marvin Kirkpatrick is heading 
up a ministry focus on providing food and clothing to those people over the next few weeks, since we 
were told that is what they are in need of most. Please pray for this effort, and if you would like to 
help with this need, please contact Marvin at 423-421-2432. 

2) Please continue to pray for the churches in our Association that have dealt with COVID-19 
outbreaks. It looks like we may have a light at the end of the tunnel, with many health professionals 
and politicians giving some optimistic updates the last couple of weeks. Pray for the continued 
healing of this world-wide situation, and pray that our churches bounce back and are able to explode 
in a renewed effort for the Gospel. 

3)  Please pray for our churches that are looking to fill staff positions. It is difficult enough to try to 
find a competent staff member who is on fire for God in regular times. In the current pandemic, 
some churches may have trouble figuring out how to pay a much needed staff member. Many people 
looking to work in the church are finding it difficult to locate churches who can hire. 

 
4)  Please continue to pray the Baptist Collegiate Ministry at UTC. Steven Johnston is leading 
the BCM as director of the ministry. Pray God guides him to lead well, and navigate through these 
difficult times to minister to the students at UTC. 

 
5) Pray for our churches seeking pastors: Brainerd, Cross Roads, International 
Community, New Beginnings Fellowship, and Second Baptist. Pray God moves in the right 
people. 

6) Continue to pray for the ESL programs in our churches. Our churches are working on growing 
their ministries, which have already been reaching close to 200 people with the need to learn English. 
Pray they are continue being innovative and come up with new ideas on how to reach out to our 
minority communities for the Gospel. 

7) Please continue to pray for the WMU of our Association, that they may be able to fill new 
leadership positions in an effort to continue growing the WMU forces in an effort to reach our 
community with the Gospel in many unique ways that most people do not even know is happening. 
Also, this is a prayer request to come out of the national WMU board meeting last week – “In the 



WMU family, we have lost 7 key leaders to COVID-19.  This has caused a crisis of faith for some of 
their loved ones.  Sandy Wisdom-Martin asked that we pray for the WMU Family across the nation.” 

8) Continue to pray for those who serve in law enforcement, the military, our government, and 
persecuted Christians around the world. They are in difficult situations every day and will need the 
Lord’s guidance and protection in order to continue strong. 

9) Please be in prayer for the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering, as we approaching Easter in our 
churches. For more information on how the Annie Armstrong Offering hugely affects North American 
Missions through NAMB, check out the website: www.anniearmstrong.com  

10) Continue to pray for Mickey Bane, Pastor of Middle Valley Baptist Church, who has been 
dealing with health issues related to his lungs, for a long time, and is now fighting colon cancer. He 
has now recently gone threw a heart attack, which is making things even more difficult for him. 
Please pray for Mickey’s health and well-being, as he continues to lead his church and his family. 

11) Shahid and Maroofa Kamal are NAMB church planters in Delta, BC Canada. They have given 
a specific prayer request. “Pray for South Asian Community Church. We are raising up multiplying 
disciples among the Punjabi-, Hindi-, and Urdu- speaking South Asian in our community. Pray for 
more South Asian Community church plants in metro Vancouver.” 

12) Please be in prayer for the continued reworking of City Reach Chattanooga, which took a hit 
last summer, when COVID-19 was at its peak. Frank Ogle, former pastor of East Brainerd Baptist and 
our City Reach Coordinator, has been called back to the mission field in the Dominican. Since then, 
we have brought Bill Mason, Pastor of Morris Hill Baptist Church, on as the front man for City Reach. 
He will be working with us, and other leaders in the area, on using teams made up of members in 
our local churches, to meet the needs of our various communities, as we come to know them. This 
way, our churches can have a lasting/relational impact on Hamilton County. Pray that was we put 
ministry opportunities together, that the Southern Baptist Churches in Hamilton County will get on 
board with collaborating together to spread the Gospel throughout the Chattanooga area. 

13) Alan Rogers, pastor of New Salem Baptist Church, his was rushed to the CHI Memorial in 
Hixson earlier this week, for a still undiagnosed medical emergency. Please pray for a full recovery, 
and for his family to be comforted by the hope they have in Christ at this time. 

14) Richard Mason, former pastor of Brainerd Hills Baptist Church, has recently been diagnosed 
with a form of cancer in his stomach. As of right now, it appears it is in operable. He is currently 
taking chemo, but what to do for the future is up to the will of God. Pray that God work a medical 
miracle on Richard, as we have seen Him do so many times in the Bible. Pray that God would 
continue to use Richard, while he is still pursuing his current interim pastorate, in spite of the cancer. 

15) Darrell Coffman, pastor of Bethel Baptist Church, has had a recent back surgery and hip 
surgery, and is recovering. Pray for a speedy recovery, so God can continue to use him in the 
ministry He has called him to. 

 

***If you have prayer requests or praises that you would like to have our hundreds of 
prayer warriors pray over, send those into hcba@baptistassociation.com with the subject 
line "PRAYER LETTER".*** 
 

http://www.anniearmstrong.com/

