
Weekly Prayer Letter 

January 14th, 2021 

 
Pray for our churches of the week (January 18th-24th, 2020): Journey Church (Mark Love), 
Greater St. Mary Baptist Church (Roger Wood), and Korean First Baptist Church 

 

An updated message regarding the urgent needs coming from the affects of COVID-19: 
We continue working with leadership in our churches to figure out plans for how to operate. Pray we 
work together to make the safest and most productive decisions in our churches. We are encouraged 
to see various plans churches have put together to keep their people safe, while also meeting back 
together in community as God intended. It is encouraging to see churches gradually reopen and do 
such a good job with taking proper precautions. 
 
1) HACOBA CARE MINISTRIES: We continue to gain traction at the ministry center, and our 
volunteers are doing a great job at making people aware that it is reopen. We have already seen 
people come to know the Lord and many people who had their food needs met. They are open on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from 10:00am to 1:30pm. We know many of you had been 
referring people in need of food to HaCaBa Care for years before this pandemic started, and you can 
now do it again. There is always a need for monetary and food donations to HaCoBa Care. Prayerfully 
consider teaming up with your churches, Sunday School Classes, and small groups to provide this for 
HaCoBa Care. Get in touch with Gerald Lawson (423-637-8187) or Marvin Kirkpatrick (423-421-2432) 
to find out when/where to take your food, or get in touch with us at the HCBA Office. For more 
information on what they are doing and what is needed, go to: 
http://www.baptistassociation.com/ministries/hacobacare/  

2) Please be in prayer for the churches in our Association that have dealt with COVID-19 outbreaks 
over the past few months. We have heard stories of a few churches taking all the necessary and 
suggested precautions to keep people safe in their churches, but still have dealt with incidents, even 
a few of our pastors. Pray that those still sick would be made better and that our churches get safer 
as more information becomes clear about this virus. Please be in prayer for our pastors, staff and 
their families, as COVID-19 progresses. The potential to shut down weekend services are not the 
only danger. We still hear about more of our pastors and their staff getting COVID-19. Pray for their 
health, as well as their wisdom in how to proceed with their churches, especially as cases have seen 
an uptick in the past month.  

3)  Please pray for our churches that are looking to fill staff positions. It is difficult enough to try to 
find a competent staff member who is on fire for God in regular times. In the current pandemic, 
some churches may have trouble figuring out how to pay a much needed staff member. Many people 
looking to work in the church are finding it difficult to locate churches who can hire. 

http://www.baptistassociation.com/ministries/hacobacare/


 
4)  Please be in prayer the Baptist Collegiate Ministry at UTC. Steven Johnston has now begun 
leading the BCM as THE director of the ministry. Pray God guides him to lead well, and navigate 
through these difficult times to minister to the students at UTC. 

 
5) Pray for our churches seeking pastors: Brainerd, Cross Roads, New Beginnings 
Fellowship, and Second Baptist. Pray God moves in the right people. 
 
6)  Pray for us as we seek to help churches with their end of the year financial/tax questions in 
January. Every year we hold a seminar for: Ministers, financial secretaries, treasurers, finance, 
personnel committee members, volunteer workers, and those who prepare the 941, W-2, payroll 
checks; pastors and other interested administrative staff are also invited to participate. This is meant 
to prepare all of our churches how to do things like end of the year taxes, 941s, w-2, payroll checks, 
and other topics and questions you may want to ask our Presenter: Deborah Taylor. For people who 
are interested in this, they can sign up for the event here: 
http://www.baptistassociation.com/annual-church-tax-seminar/  
7) Continue to pray for the ESL programs in our churches. After a break this past Christmas, our 
churches are working on plans to restart their ministries in the next few weeks. We met with the 
leaders of our various ESL ministries this past week, and they are fired up, ready to go with new 
ideas on how to reach out to our minority communities for the Gospel. 

8)   

9) Please continue to pray for the WMU of our Association, that they may be able to fill new 
leadership positions in an effort to continue growing the WMU forces in an effort to reach our 
community with the Gospel in many unique ways that most people do not even know is happening. 
Also, this is a prayer request to come out of the national WMU board meeting last week – “In the 
WMU family, we have lost 7 key leaders to COVID-19.  This has caused a crisis of faith for some of 
their loved ones.  Sandy Wisdom-Martin asked that we pray for the WMU Family across the nation.” 

10) Pray for those who serve in law enforcement, the military, our government, and persecuted 
Christians around the world. They are in difficult situations every day and will need the Lord’s 
guidance and protection in order to continue strong. 

11) Please be in prayer for our churches as they are all moving into the Christmas Season, which 
usually sees a lot of special services and events, while we know right now COVID-19 is making a 
huge uptick in cases right now. Pray our churches will make wise decisions, saturated in prayer for 
discernment from God. 

 

***If you have prayer requests or praises that you would like to have our hundreds of 
prayer warriors pray over, send those into hcba@baptistassociation.com with the subject 
line "PRAYER LETTER".*** 
 

http://www.baptistassociation.com/annual-church-tax-seminar/

