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Execut ive  Board Meet ing  

The Executive Board is composed of the Officers and Trustees, active pastors, heads of 

programs, chairperson of Finance and Personnel Committee, Team leaders of the two 

teams of the association and one member from each church (additional member for each 

1000 members not to exceed 5 from any church).  Guests are welcome. 

Monday, November 27, 2017 

1 



Page 2     Hamilton County Baptist Association 

 

 

Calendar 
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HaCoBA      14  

Literacy  13 

Men/DR        16 

Minutes        4-5 

Relocation 11-12 

USDA 7-10 

WMU     17 

December 

5 - Pastor’s Breakfast, 8am, Wally’s East Ridge 

5 - Annual Church Tax Issues Seminar, 9:30am, Brainerd 

BX 

7 - Senior Adult Christmas Event, 10:30am, Crosspath 

Church Activities Building, $10 per person 

12 - College Ministry Network Lunch, 11:30am, HCBA Fire-

place Room 

January 

8 - ESL Council Lunch, 11:30am, HCBA Fireplace Room 

9– Pastor’s Breakfast, 8am, Karl’s in Hixson 

11 - Administrative Leadership Team Meeting, 4pm, HCBA 

Fireplace Room 

11 - South of the River Pastor’s Prayer Group, 11am, Loca-

tion TBA 

18 - North of the River Pastor’s Prayer Group, 11am, Loca-

tion TBA 

20 & 27 - ESL Instructor’s Training, 9am-4pm, HCBA Fire-

place Room 

22 - Church Planting Network Lunch, 11am, Location TBA 

22 - Associate Pastor’s Network Lunch, 11:30am, O’ 

Charley’s in Hixson 

23 - First “Intro to New Testament” Class for Ministry 

Training Institute, 6pm, Hickory Valley Baptist Church 

30 - Church Revitalization Network, 11am, Oakwood Baptist 

Church 

Next Executive Board Meeting  

Monday, January 29 at 11am 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 



Page 3     Hamilton County Baptist Association 

 

 



Page 4     Hamilton County Baptist Association 

 

 

Minutes of the Executive Board Meeting 

 

September 25, 2017 

1) Moderator Bill Mason called the meeting to order.  

2) Alan Denton, Assistant to the Director of Missions, led the devotion from Romans 6. 

3) The Minutes were approved as written. 

4) Doyle Pittman, HCBA Men’s Ministry Director, presented his report. He had heard 

it said that Baptists shouldn’t “waste a disaster,” meaning we see it as an opportunity to 

show the love of Jesus. Our disaster relief teams have served in several states. Tennes-

see Baptist Disaster Relief teams were serving 6,000-8,000 meals per day in Texas. Our 

team was there two weeks after Harvey, and they had 180 orders. Houston Baptist stu-

dents came to help them, too. 

5) Dennis Culbreth introduced Pastor Darrell Coffman from Bethel Baptist Church. 

They have voted to become a part of the association and will present to the Administra-

tive Leadership Team on October 4. 

6) Moderator Bill Mason prayed for those affected by the natural disasters in Texas, 

Florida, and Puerto Rico. 

7) Tina Williams, HCBA WMU Director, shared about WMU. They want to build more 

relationships in the different communities of Chattanooga. In October they are focusing 

on ministering to the deaf community. Tina asked to know if churches have deaf minis-

tries. They are also focusing on Generation Z this year. 

8) Jessica Stamper of the Christian Women’s Job Corp was not able to attend. Their re-

port is on Page 12. 

9) Gerald Lawson, HaCoBA Care Director, shared about the ministry. They have 

served people come from Florida and Texas, who were displaced by the hurricanes. 

There is great inconsistency in this ministry in regards to how many come on a given 

day. Some days they have 9, and others they have 29. Since the last reporting period, 

they saw 30 professions of faith in Jesus. They have also gotten another volunteer 

nurse from Silverdale Baptist Church. 

10) Steve Roper, Campus Minister of the UTC Baptist Collegiate Ministries, presented 

from his report. They had their fall retreat last weekend at Camp BaYoCA with Alan 

Denton speaking. He introduced Program Assistants Grace Johnson and Jesse 

Lempicki. Currently, there are 20,000,000 college students in the United States, which 

is more than 139 country’s total population. There are 35 nations represented at UTC 

alone. This is a huge opportunity to impact lives of these students and far beyond. 
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Minutes of the last meeting continued 
11) Alan Johnston, Treasurer for HCBA, presented the financial reports. He said our yearly 

deficit has continued to decrease after the first couple of months of the new fiscal year. He 

will report later to present the proposed budget. 

12) Alan Denton, Assistant to the Director of Missions, reported the calendar (Page 2) and 

his report (Page 6). 

13) Dennis Culbreth, Director of Missions, gave his report. He is either preaching at or vis-

iting different churches each week. Our Church Revitalization Network has been great for 

pastors. A challenge ahead is that we’d like to give more financially toward strategic church 

planters in our area. 

14) Alan Johnston, Treasurer for HCBA, presented the proposed budget. This budget is 

$72,245.00 less than this last fiscal year. All approved this budget to be voted upon at the 

Annual Meeting on October 17, 2017 at White Oak Baptist Church. 

15) Old Business: None 

16) New Business: None 

17) Pastor Alan Rogers dismissed the meeting with prayer. 
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Director of Missions 

Dear Friend of the Hamilton County Baptist Association, 

 

 

I am very concerned about a recent meeting that took place at the Community Food Bank in Chattanooga. 

The USDA required all those who participate in the distribution of USDA food to attend this meeting on 

Tuesday, November 7. HaCoBA Care (our Hamilton County Baptist Association's feeding ministry) was 

represented by Mr. Gerald Lawson, who provides leadership to this ministry and Rev. Alan Denton, the 

Assistant to the Director of Missions, HCBA. Employees from the Chattanooga Food Bank were required 

to preside over this meeting as there were no representatives present from the USDA. In that meeting, the 

attendees were told that no ministry is allowed to "require or encourage beneficiaries to have a religious 

conversation with the pastor or official prior to receiving USDA Foods." In essence ministries are not al-

lowed share their faith during the same time or in the same location as the distribution of food. Anyone 

who attempts the "proselytization" of others will cause the ministry to lose their USDA membership and 

can no longer distribute USDA food. 

 

We have decided not to sign the form because we will continue to tell others about the Good News of Jesus 

Christ. However, we are concerned about the abuse of power being exhibited here. I have called the Food 

Bank, and they encouraged us to contact our congressmen and senators about this matter. I sense that the 

Food Bank is under pressure to conform to the wishes of the USDA. 

 

I have talked to Dr. Randy Davis about this, and he put me in touch with James Guenther of Guenther, Jor-

dan, and Price in Nashville. Guenther stated that the leaders in Washington don't have any idea how this 

regulation impacts ministries like HaCoBA. Randy Davis encouraged us to continue to reach out to our 

leaders in Washington. 

 

HaCoBA Care is the largest independent food distribution ministry in Hamilton County. We provide food 

for thousands of people in our county every year. This past year HaCoBa Care provided food for 9,155 

people, and out of that number, there were 3,281 children ages 1-18. There were 76 professions of faith and 

32 rededications. We also provide basic health care screenings by our volunteer nurses and provide an op-

portunity to tell everyone about the life changing relationship they can have with Jesus Christ. We ask for 

the opportunity to share but do not insist, and if they desire not to listen to the presentation, we still provide 

food and necessities to them. 

 

Also, if you would, please contact your congressman, senators, and the Secretary of Agriculture, Sonny 

Purdue. Sonny is a former governor of Georgia and a Southern Baptist layman. His son is also a Southern 

Baptist preacher in Warner Robins, Georgia. Please share with them your concern and ask them to help us 

in this matter. If you feel led, please share this with members of your congregation and encourage them to 

contact their leaders in Washington.  

 

In His Service, 

Dennis Culbreth, Director of Missions 
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  Assistant to the DOM 
Move to White Oak Access Campus  

4064 S Access Road Chattanooga, TN 37406 

1) Anticipated space: 

Room 1 - 13 x 15.5 ft.  2 doors 

Room 2 - 13 x 15.4 ft.  1 door 

Room 3 - 15.5 x 13 ft. 1 door 

Room 4 - 13 x 14.10 ft.  1 door 

Work Room 1 

Upstairs Storage Room 1 - 8 ft. 9 in x 12 ft. 7 in 

Upstairs Storage Room 2 - 8 ft. 11 in x 13 ft. 11 in 

2) Costs associated with 2011 move: $14, 158.05 

3) Anticipated Up-Front Moving Costs:  

 -Moving Company 

 -4 New Doors & 2 New Locks 

 -New electrical outlets run in 4 rooms 

 -Carpet in 4 rooms 

 -Painting in 5 rooms (Sealant on cinder block walls & mold killer for one room) 

 -2 or 3 new signs for HCBA & 1 mailbox 

 -Installation of multiple cameras/buzzer system 

 -Installation of phones & internet 

4) Monthly Costs: 

 -Utilities over and above basic usage for the main building 

 -Fee for cleaner 

 -Downstairs bathroom supplies 

 -Fee for dumpster (split into thirds between White Oak, another ministry on the property 

 in separate building run by Lurone Jennings, and us) 

 -Insurance costs  

-From current lease: The Association will carry insurance on the contents thereof and will 

obtain a Certificate of Insurance naming TBCH as an additional insured for a minimum of 

$1,000,000 public liability and $3,000 medical pay on a primary basis. 

 -Communications cost (internet, phone) 
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Move to White Oak Access Campus  

4064 S Access Road Chattanooga, TN 37406 

5) Length of Lease: 2 year lease 

“Should the Association desire to extend the term of this Lease, it shall, at least six (6) months prior to the end 

of the present two-year term…” 

6) Amenities: 

 -Use of full kitchen downstairs 

 -Use of updated fellowship hall outside of the offices (without reservation during the day & with 

 reservation from the church outside of business hours) 

 -Use of a conference room upstairs (without reservation during the day & with reservation from 

 the church outside of business hours) 

 -Use of the sanctuary (without reservation during the day & with reservation from the church 

 outside of business hours) 

 -Separate entrance downstairs into our offices with private parking 
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     As we have come to the close of another year, many things run through my mind as I 

reflect on the year. I am grateful for the volunteers that have given of their time and tal-

ents to make this year a very successful year. The many testimonies that I have heard this 

year just excites me how God is using this ministry. To all the Churches that have stood 

with HaCoBA this past year, thank you very much. To the staff of Hamilton County Bap-

tist Association, thank you for all your help and support.  

Statistics for Church Year 2016/2017: 

     9,155 people received food, and out of that number, there were 3,281 children ages 1-

18. God blessed us with 76 professions of faith and 32 rededications. 

     The Baptist Nursing Fellowship (BNF) has registered nurses that conduct the HaCoBA 

Care Health Ministry under the leadership of Mrs. Mary Louise Gunnels. This year 855 

blood pressures were checked, 580 pairs of glasses were given, 8 referrals were given, 

and 1 person was referred to Volunteers in Medicine. 

     The following is written through deep appreciation for support that is given to Ha-

CoBA Care.  The Sara Lee Thrift Store is a regular supplier of loaf bread. A Food City 

Store gives pastries and breads daily and Walmart Super Store on Signal Mountain Blvd. 

The Woman’s Missionary Union sponsors an annual event to promote collection of 

canned goods and money. Groups in a number of churches have sponsored events to col-

lect food items. Sunday School classes and other groups send regular monetary gifts. In-

dividuals give both monetary and material support. Some monetary gifts come through a 

church budget. Food collected by the U.S. Postal Service South Station annual food drive 

benefits HaCoBA Care. The Administrative Assistants group gives money and other sup-

port. 

     HaCoBA Care suffered a great loss this past year. Murl Jackson, who was the Wednes-

day day leader for many years, went to be with the Lord, and he is missed by all who 

worked with him and knew him. He was a true Volunteer in every way. You are missed, 

my friend. 

 

  — Gerald C. Lawson, Director  hacobacare@baptistassociation.com  
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  Baptist Collegiate Ministries Report 
It is imperative that our churches sharpen their focus and adapt their methods to 

reach young adults. Why, you might ask? Because in this age demographic, among 

college and university students, God has provided an incredible ministry challenge 

before His church. 

Consider these facts: 

Currently, there are 20 million college students in the US. 

There are over 300,000 college students in the state of Tennessee 

There are more college students in the U.S. than 139 different countries have as 

total population. 

Every year over 900,000 international students attend colleges in the U.S. 

At our own UT-Chattanooga, more than 35 different countries are represented. 

The prevailing logic for many years was that Christian students would continue in church and those young adults that did not 

would return to the church as they matured.  The statistics, however, do not bear witness to that fact.  The Barna group reports 

that “only 20% of students who were highly churched as teens remain spiritually active by age 29.” (George Barna, “Most 

Twentysomethings Put Christianity on the Shelf Following Spiritually Active Teen Years.”; www. Barna.org) 

These statistics taken together provide a snapshot of the spiritual future of our community, our nation and our churches.  We 

must redouble our efforts to engage and impact our young adults for the sake of the gospel if we truly desire to fulfill the Great 

Commission.  

For over 90 years Southern Baptists have made an intentional effort to impact college/university students. In our recent history, 

an important mechanism for this effort has been Baptist Collegiate Ministries.  Per the National Collegiate Ministries 2016-17 

Annual Statistics: 

7 students on campus were impacted for every 1 student involved in BCM 

1 in every 41 students nationally was impacted through BCM 

For every 19 students involved through BCM we saw 1 student conversion.  Almost 10,000 persons came to a saving 

knowledge of Christ through BCM. 

1 in 21 students involved in BCM are preparing for church-related vocations. 

1 in 4 students involved in BCM are international students. 

1 in 4 students involved in BCM are involved in evangelism. 

Our local BCM is proud to be a part of these efforts as we daily challenge students to commit themselves to Christ, devote them-

selves to being growing disciples and worship God in spirit as He deserves. Whether engaging students in Bible Study, worship, 

leadership development or missions, our goal is that each young man or woman we reach will choose to be “difference makers” 

rather than victims of a culture that has no place in it for God. The needs, however, are overwhelming and  require all of us to do 

whatever we can.  We are thankful for your partnership in the ministry of Baptist Collegiate Ministries but hope you will also 

explore any means possible to intentionally reach young adults through the daily ministry of your local church.  The needs are 

great! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Steve Roper, Baptist Collegiate Ministries of Chattanooga 
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Disaster Relief 
 

 

A HCBA disaster relief training session for college students and adults was held on 

Saturday, October 28th at Red Bank Baptist.  Classes included Introduction to Disaster 

Relief, Recertification, Chain Saw, Flood Recovery, Rebuild and Shower and Laundry.  

There were about 90 attendees including 12 college students from UTC and from 23 

churches including 16 in Hamilton County.   

Baptist Collegiate Ministries across the state and Tennessee Disaster Relief are joining 

forces to assist areas recently affected by hurricanes.  During Winter Break (Dec. 30, 

2017-Jan. 6, 2018), BCM students from various university campuses will form a team, 

become trained, credentialed Disaster Relief volunteers and minister to the people of 

Texas that were devastated by Hurricane Harvey. The cost for this trip is $150.  Visit 

http://www.tnbaptist.org/missions-ministries/collegiate-student-missions/send-tn-

missions/ for more information. 

Doyle Pittman 

HCBA DR Coordinator 



Page 17     Hamilton County Baptist Association 

 

 

 WMU 
Tina Williams - 2017-2018 Associational Director 

Cynthia Brown - 2016-2017 Associational Director 

Our purpose – to challenge Christian believers to understand and 

be radically involved in the mission of God – is accomplished 

through age level mission organization groups, hands on mission 

opportunities (locally, regionally and globally). 

 

Our mission is to train the next generation of Christian leaders in 

the following areas: 

missional living by learning about mission opportunities and missionaries 

praying for those on the field 

giving to SBC designated mission offerings throughout the year, giving locally 

going – across the street, across the State, across the Country or around the world 

       The Associational WMU finished the year with a Missions Education and Outreach Conference. 

The conference was sponsored by Hamilton County Baptist Association, and hosted at Love Fellow-

ship Baptist Church. It was well attended and received much favorable feedback. Local and non-local 

faith-based organizations came together to fellowship, collaborate, and educate individuals of all ag-

es.   

       Some WMU members participated in Denver prayer walking, others provided relief and service 

to various disasters. Additional efforts included feeding crews from World Changers, serving at Food 

Banks, HaCoBA, and UTC. 

       Other WMU member churches are actively involved in the support of Christian Women’s Job 

Corp by providing food for their meeting times. In addition to the support of CWJC, many of our lo-

cal groups participate in feeding programs, community gardens, ministering to the terminally ill who 

are homeless, and various other community outreach projects.  

       We continue to focus on prayer for missions and missionaries throughout the world. In the com-

ing year, we plan to expand our prayer focus, and seek more ways to glorify Christ and effectively 

share the gospel with others.  

       We extend a warm invitation to become involved in WMU. If you would like to set up a group or 

simply learn more about how our ministry can enhance your church, please contact us, we would be 

honored to share.  

Submitted by Tina Williams, WMU Associational Director 
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Christian Women’s Job Corps 
         

Christian Women’s Job Corps continues to be blessed by experiencing women moving from where 

they are to where they want to be! We continue to have great support from the Tennessee WMU, 

from our association, and from wonderful churches who support us with meals and contributions to 

the clothes closet. 

 

We continue to offer Parenting Classes twice a year in spring and fall.  This has been a real service 

to the community since DCS and others often require parenting in their case plans. However, many 

classes offered by other entities are expensive. Because of the generosity of so many, we are able to 

offer this ministry at no cost. Nineteen parents earned certificates of completion. We have been re-

quested to offer a summer class. If anyone is interested, please contact us. 

 

In 2017, 11 women graduated, and all those who are able are now working. One “star” graduate is 

very typical of the transformations we see. When class began, J.O. would not even make eye contact 

or talk with other participants. She had never worked and didn’t have a diploma or GED. Through 

participating in CWJC, she certainly moved forward. We discovered she writes beautiful prose and 

has a clever sense of humor. She is now working full time at the Chattanoogan Hotel.   

 

Christian Women’s Job Corps is an extraordinary privilege and responsibility.  We greatly appreci-

ate your prayers. 

 

Jessica Samper, Advisory Council President 

Jane Everett, Site Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

Chattanooga Christian Women’s Job Corps (CWJC) 

A Ministry of WMU 

Sponsored by Hamilton County Baptist Association 
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Contributions Through November 15, 2017 
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Contributions Through November 15, 2017 
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