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Execut ive  Board Meet ing  

The Executive Board is composed of the Officers and Trustees, active pastors, heads of 

programs, chairperson of Finance and Personnel Committee, Team leaders of the two 

teams of the association and one member from each church (additional member for each 

1000 members not to exceed 5 from any church).  Guests are welcome. 

Monday, September 25, 2017 
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September 

25– Bi-Vocational Pastor’s Dinner, 6:30pm, Wally’s ER 

26—Church Revitalization Network, 11am, Karl’s in Hixson 

28– College Ministry Network Lunch, 11:30am, Chili’s in 

Hixson 

October 

3– Pastor’s Breakfast, 8am, Wally’s East Ridge 

3– Senior Adult Fall Event w/Ted Gocke, 10:30am, Stuart 

Heights Hixson Campus (RSVP by Sept. 28, $10 per person) 

4– Administrative Leadership Team Meeting, 4pm, Hickory 

Valley Baptist Church 

5-Lunch & Learn w/The Seed Company, 11am, Silverdale 

Baptist Church 

12– Pastor’s Prayer Group (South of River), 11am, 

Ridgedale Baptist Church 

17-HCBA Annual Meeting, 6:30pm, White Oak Baptist 

Church 

24– First “Intro to Old Testament” Class for Ministry Train-

ing Institute, 6pm, Hickory Valley Baptist Church 

26– Pastor’s Prayer Group (North of River), 11am 

28– Disaster Relief Training, 8:30am-2:30pm, Red Bank 

Baptist ($5 for college students & $36 for others) 

November 

2– Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) Training for 

Churches, Time TBD, HCBA Fireplace Room 

7– Pastor’s Breakfast, 8am, Karl’s Hixson 

9– Missions and Ministry Team Meeting, 5pm, Fireplace 

Room 

Next Executive Board Meeting  

Monday, November 27 at 11am 
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Minutes of the Executive Board Meeting 

 

May 15, 2017 

1) Moderator Bill Mason called the meeting to order.  

2) Vice Moderator Seton Tomyn led the devotion about how God has used many wom-

en who weren’t great by worldly standard to do many great for Him, including them in 

the lineage of Jesus. 

3) Prayer Request were given: The Franklin Graham Decision America Tour in Chatta-

nooga, Pastor Herman Saunders’ recovery, Tonya Greer’s health, Jerry Sanders’ surgery 

and health. 

4) The Minutes were approved as written. 

5) Doyle Pittman, HCBA Men’s Ministry Director, was not here to report. His report 

can be found on page 12. 

6) Alan Johnston, Treasurer for HCBA, presented the financial reports. He said most of 

this year’s shortfall is explained the many facets of Becky Witt’s departure. Dennis said 

that our association staff has sent two letters to all of our churches. The first explained 

the ministries of our association. Our second letter (featured on page 6) that thanked 

churches who have given faithfully and more and encouraged others to begin giving. 

7) Cynthia Brown, WMU Director, was not here to report. Her report can be found on 

page 13. 

8) Steve Roper, Campus Minister of the UTC Baptist Collegiate Ministries, presented 

from his report. Summer school begins at the end of May. They’re doing a summer Bi-

ble study series through Song of Solomon. June 1 is their first of six summer orienta-

tions, which is a great chance to meeting incoming freshmen. Grace Johnson and Jesse 

Lempicki will be Program Assistants this upcoming school year. They are already 

working on Fall Retreat, and Alan Denton will be speaking. There are six students serv-

ing in some ministry capacity this summer. Two are serving through Send TN Mis-

sions, two in Christian camps, and two on church staffs, including Hayden Croteau at 

Mountain Creek Baptist as Youth Director. One of last year’s Program Assistants and a 

recent graduate, Alyson Miller will be serving in Peru for one year. 

9) Jane Everett of Christian Women’s Job Corp shared that they have discovered a ma-

jor need with their parenting classes. They’re the only free class for DCS clients. Bill 

Mason said that Morris Hill recently baptized a woman that had graduated from CWJC. 

Jane asked that our churches contact her with their new women’s leadership. They are 

in need of more mentors and food providers.  
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Minutes of the last meeting continued 
10) Gerald Lawson, Director of HaCoBA Care, presented his written report. In March and 

April, they’ve had 10 professions of faith and 6 rededications. They’re also in need of nurs-

es to volunteer. 

11) Alan Denton, Assistant to the Director of Missions, reported the calendar (Page 2) and 

his report (Page 6). 

12) Dennis Culbreth, Director of Missions, gave his report. He recently preached a three 

day revival at Oak Street Baptist Church. He’s preaching several times a month at our 

churches. His report details what the Ministry Training Institute will look like. Our Pastor’s 

Prayer Groups are becoming a viable part of our ministry. This is a time our pastors can 

pray for the needs of their church, their families, and themselves. As an association, we 

have two issues: 

             -Our air conditioner broke, and we have to pay for the new one. We will use            

some reserve funds to pay for it. 

             -Our association must move by March 2018. We will begin putting together a relo-

cation team soon.  

13) Old Business: None 

14) New Business:  

Dennis Culbreth presented the scholarship recipients recommend by the officers of HCBA: 

J.C. & Grace Hullander Scholarship Recipients  

1. Patrick Addison  2. John Ledford 

3. Hunter Williams 4. Josh Powell 

5. Brady Wood        6. James Sluder 

7. John Richardson  8. Gary Isaacs 

For Brady Wood: $563.24 for the fall semester (graduating in the fall) 

For the others: $1,206.92 for the school year 

 

Seton Tomyn moved. Jane Everett seconded. All were in favor to approve those listed above 

as scholarship recipients for the amount above. 

15) Vice Moderator Seton Tomyn dismissed the meeting with prayer. 
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Director of Missions 

     The purpose of the association is to support, encourage, and challenge the church-

es that make up that association to be about Kingdom business. We have a lost world 

to reach with the life-changing message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We have to be 

trained and ready to be salt and light in a world that desperately needs both. We have 

to be ready to give a cup of water in Jesus’ name. The association is not here to com-

pete with the local church but to come alongside the local church to assist in carrying 

out these God-given tasks.   

     The reason we are to go and do is because Jesus tells us to go and do. We are told 

in Matthew 9:35-38 that Jesus was moved with compassion as looked at the crowds 

of lost people. We must remember that compassion must be the cornerstone for what 

we do. When we forget that it is compassion that drives us, then we have lost the rea-

son for our ministry. We also must remember that the way we are to be effective in 

reaching a lost world is through prayer and going. Jesus tells us to pray to the Lord of 

the Harvest. It is the Lord who changes hearts. We need to pray for changed hearts.  

He also tells us that we are to go. There are lost people in Chattanooga, Hamilton 

County, Tennessee, the United States, and across the world that need the life changing 

message of Jesus Christ.  

     When I accepted the position of Director of Missions at the Hamilton County Bap-

tist Association in July of 2015, I began to pray that God would give me a vision of 

how to lead this great and diverse association of churches. In the fall of 2015, I laid 

out a challenging plan to help strengthen this association and her churches.   

     We are to encourage and strengthen the local church and her pastor.  Present-

ly we are providing resources to support and encourage the local pastor.  We have re-

gional prayer groups, fellowships, and networks to keep our pastors on the field. We 

also provide council and support for churches going through crises and for churches 

that are in the process of finding their next pastor. This fall we began our Ministry 

Training Institute to help train pastors and laity to be better students of the Bible. 

     We are seeking to be salt and light through many of our ministries such as 

ESL, HaCoBa, CWJC, and others.  

     We are here to assist churches in planting new churches and revitalizing ex-

isting churches.   

     But there is more work to be done. I would encourage our churches to be faithful 

in their financial support to our association. There are church planters to support and 

churches to assist. There are people to tell about Jesus. We can’t quit until He returns. 

 

In His Service, 

Dennis Culbreth, Director of Missions 
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  Assistant to the DOM 
Our hope as an association is to equip our churches for meaningful ministry and be an extension of our 

churches in ministry in Hamilton County. In the four months since I last reported, I pray that we’re con-

tinuing to fulfill our mission well. Along those lines, we’ve purposed our website as an opportunity for 

church visibility within the community and as a resource for church ministry. Since August 21, 2017, 

we’ve had 3,003 views on our website. Also, we have recently created a page of several ministry partners 

of our Association where people or churches searching for partnerships can find them. Our initiative to 

have a great presence on social media continues to go well, too. We currently have 446 likes on Face-

book, 180 followers on Twitter, and 242 followers on Instagram. I also send a monthly newsletter to over 

500 people with the most important information from our association, so people always have an idea of 

what ministry is occurring. 

All of our ESL classes have started their fall semester. I was present at Mountain Creek Baptist Church at 

their first class held two Tuesdays ago. We’re excited to announce that we’re partnering with Oakwood 

Baptist Church to add a class in January. We certified 13 new volunteers at our last ESL Training on Sat-

urdays, August 12 & 19. Our programs and training are becoming premier in the area. We trained volun-

teers through Bridge Refugee Services, La Paz, Chattanooga State, and churches outside of our county. 

In this reporting period, we have partnered with The Seed Company (a ministry of Wycliffe Bible Trans-

lators) to do a “Lunch & Learn” from churches to learn how they can participate in helping translating the 

Word of God into languages that don’t have it. We also worked with Webb & Associates to provide an 

Insurance Issues seminar and dinner to equip churches to prevent embezzlement, issues with church secu-

rity, and liability. Finally, we worked with Chris Turner of the TBMB to provide our pastors a Media 

Training to best work with and use media and social media. I have also met with Lifeline ministries, as to 

inquire how we might help our churches best serve people with special needs. 

I’ll allow Dennis to speak more to this, but we’ve enjoyed great Pastor’s Prayer Groups each month, Pas-

tor’s Breakfasts, and Church Revitalization Network meetings. We also had our fourth College Ministry 

Network lunch and fourth Associate Pastor gathering. We’re working diligently to develop relationships 

with community partners like this as well as those that focus on ministering to the most vulnerable in our 

community, job development, and financial empowerment. 

Finally, we have started our Ministry Training Institute this fall! There are 7 students from 6 different 

churches being equipped in Biblical Interpretation each week at The Gathering. We’re grateful for Pastor 

David Price for teaching this course. On October 24, Introduction to the Old Testament begins with Dr. 

David Kemp as the teacher at Hickory Valley Baptist Church. 

I’ve enjoyed preaching at Alpine Baptist, Northside Community Church, Signal Mountain Baptist, and 

the UTC BCM Fall Retreat, too! I’m enjoying my time, and I very much look forward to seeing what 

God will do in and through our churches and association! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Alan Denton 



Page 7     Hamilton County Baptist Association 

 

 

FREE ENGLISH CLASSES  

Bolded classes are funded by Hamilton County Baptist Association   

Constant Enrollment September—May yearly for 34 years! 

Alan Denton 267-3795   hcba@baptistassociation.com  
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  In the days that we were open during April through August 2017, we were able to serve 

1,277 clients. This number represents 2,269 adults and 1,115 children. Professions of faith 

were made by 30 clients with 8 rededicating their lives. 

  The Baptist Nursing Fellowship was busy checking the blood pressure of 87 clients and 

54 clients received reading glasses. The nurses also help with witnessing and other jobs as 

needed. 

  Thanks to Publix Ooltewah, Sara Lee, Food City and Walmart for their donations of 

bread, pastries and canned food and meat. 

    HaCoBACare Ministries are in need of volunteers to pack food boxes, and we need 

some Nurses to help with blood pressures and to give eye glasses for the clients. If you 

know of someone please let me or Mary Louise Gunnell know.  

     

Gerald Lawson 

Director of HaCoBA Care 
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  Baptist Collegiate Ministries Report 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

For your ministry to the college/university community the semester is just 1 month old.  For most, 1 

month doesn’t seem that long.  The pace of ministry at BCM for this, however, has been relentless.  

Though we start with student leaders, everything that we do is really “created” again every fall.  The 

composition of students changes.  The dynamics of relationship completely change because the peo-

ple are different.  Some come with history.  Others come with no history and a healthy dose of skep-

ticism.  Nonetheless, by the grace of God and through His guidance a ministry to students has been 

created. 

 

In the last month, we have birthed a worship service.  We have birthed 4 life groups. We have as-

sembled an entire separate leadership training team composed of freshmen. We have done on-

campus outreach and a community mission project.  We have had a 24-hour prayer emphasis with a 

special prayer-centered worship service.   We have birthed an expanded worship band and imple-

mented a brand-new leadership structure.  Each week we have had worship, a communal, fellow-

ship meal, untold numbers of leadership meetings and even found time to manage a crisis or two. 

By the time of this meeting we will have just completed a retreat in the mountains. 

 

All in 1 month. 

 

None of this would be possible without the faithful support of our local churches and ministers, who 

often come alongside us to invest in the next generation church.  In addition, the Lord has provided 

two competent young ministers this year to invest in our campus, Grace Johnson and Jesse 

Lempicki.  Their tireless attention to providing students with a “personal touch” have accomplished 

much toward providing a firm foundation this first month upon which the rest of the year will be 

built.  

 

As always, God has assembled for us a collection of students that are extremely diverse.  However, 

they are also a pretty honest reflection of the culture around us.  Everyone is broken in some 

way….even those of us trying to serve them.  We have students that struggle: emotional-

ly…..spiritually…physically….socially…..with their families…with their sexuality and gen-

der….with direction and purpose.  Our challenge but also our great joy is that He has given us the 

opportunity to be used despite our own brokenness; to represent His grace, mercy and redemption in 

their lives.  Please pray for us that we will not be weary in well doing but rather will be faithful 

stewards of our calling.   
 

Respectfully, 

Steve Roper, Baptist Collegiate Ministries of Chattanooga 
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Disaster Relief 
 

 

Disaster relief callouts increased significantly late this summer.  Teams from HCBA 

have responded to Illinois, Gatlinburg, and Texas with another team ready to head to 

Florida.  Six volunteers from Red Bank and Ridgedale went to Grayslake, IL for flood 

recovery from August 7th to 13th.  A team of 8 from Brainerd Hills went to Gatlinburg 

for rebuild on August 12th and 13th.  A team of 17 from Ooltewah, Red Bank, and 

Ridgedale in Hamilton County and from two other churches in Tennessee recently re-

turned from Sugar Land, Texas from Hurricane Harvey. We worked in chaplaincy, 

flood recovery, incident command, and mass feeding from September 10th to 17th.  A 

feeding crew of 6 from Brainerd is planning to leave for Florida this Saturday from 

Hurricane Irma.  Tennessee Disaster Relief is coordinating an effort to collect five gal-

lon buckets with cleaning supplies to send to Texas/Florida.  Collection centers were 

set up at in Hamilton County at Brainerd Hills, Lookout Valley, Ooltewah, and Stuart 

Heights. 

With so many disasters recently, there is a need for more trained volunteers.  A HCBA 

training session for college students and adults is scheduled for Saturday, October 28th 

at Red Bank Baptist.  Classes include Introduction to Disaster Relief, Recertification, 

Chain Saw, Flood Recovery, Rebuild and Shower and Laundry.  Registration will start 

at 8:00 am.  More information is available on the HCBA and Tennessee Disaster Relief 

web sites. 

We need to continue to pray for the victims of these storms and those in the Caribbean 

from Hurricane Maria. 

Doyle Pittman 

HCBA DR Coordinator 
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 WMU 
HCBA WMU met on September 16, 2017. We discussed ways 

in which we would continue in our efforts to build community 

within our communities. Our monthly calendar is built around 

themes that National WMU will highlight in the Mosaic each 

month, in addition to areas of focus on the cultural divides we 

face as we try to witness and minister. One area of national 

focus is the deaf community. We are planning a service pro-

ject on October 30, 2017 at Services for the Deaf, a division 

of The Partnership for Families, Children, and Adults. This is 

a large social service agency which serves many of the target 

populations in which WMU focuses. We were led in prayer and a short devotion by Juanita 

Hall, a member of Bayside Baptist Church, on the importance of bearing one another’s bur-

dens as taught in Galatians. Our business meeting followed the devotion. 

     Comments and congratulations were made to Cynthia Brown for the outstanding Missions 

Education and Outreach Conference at Love Fellowship on August 4 and 5. We plan to contin-

ue this training at Love Fellowship. Pastor O’Guinn and the entire Love Fellowship family are 

exceptional hosts. Plus, the conference was a beautiful example of what the body of Christ 

should look like! Our plan is to build next year’s conference around Dr. David Evans from the 

TBMB and his work on Generation Z. There will be something for everyone. 

     Our leadership approved the 2017-2018 budget, which is contingent upon the final approv-

al from HCBA on the funds we have requested. 

     Another area of focus was the continue partnership and physical support of CWJC. We will 

sponsor their upcoming graduating class in December. It is our desire to be more than a group 

that gives but who has presence in the lives of the women and their families. 

     Our next meeting will be November 18, 2017 and is an Extended Leadership Meeting with 

area WMU Directors. Our focus for the meeting will be the upcoming Lottie Moon Christmas 

Offering, the International Mission Study, and our continue support and encouragement to our 

MK. 

     We adjourned with the commitment to prayer for the many positions that still need to be 

filled. 

Tina Williams 

WMU Associational Director 
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Christian Women’s Job Corps 
         

Praises and Prayers from August 7, 2017 
 

PRAISES 
1.       The spring graduation was held again in the chapel in May.  Many of our spring semester stu-

dents found jobs and began working right away.  We are grateful for this. 

2.       Sylvia’s husband Bobby Colvin is improving after completing proton radiation therapy in 

Knoxville, followed by 12 weeks of chemo therapy in Chattanooga for his prostate cancer.  That 

was completed on June 20.  He is still taking monthly injections for Androgen Deprivation Thera-

py.  That will end in December.  He is regaining his strength after the chemo. 

3.       We received a generous donation from the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Tennessee which 

was very helpful since we were not able to have the silent auction this year at the WMU annual 

meeting. 

4.       We have several new members on our Advisory Council and they are going strong to make the 

ministry better and more effective.  We have Dana, Ronni, Angela, Jean and Angie.  Praise God for 

these godly women who are putting their hearts into this ministry. 

 

REQUESTS 
1.       Pray as we are busily recruiting new students for the September 11 (Monday) beginning of clas-

ses.  If you know a woman who would be interested, invite her to come September 11 to First Bap-

tist Church at 5:30 and follow the signs to the CWJC entrance.    

2.       There will be a new mentors training on August 28 in the CWJC classroom at FBC at 6 

p.m.  Please encourage any caring woman you think would be good to come to the training.  Attend-

ing the class is not a binding commitment. 

3.       Prospective students or mentors may call Jane Everett at 706-224-2908 (her mobile) or 423-535

-0291 (ministry phone) for more details about those classes.   

4.       We are also recruiting in North Georgia for the satellite site which meets at Ringgold 

FBC.  Call Jane for more information about that site.   

5.       We need some additional volunteers from churches for meals.  If your church can possibly do a 

meal some Monday night, call Gail Spitler at 423-413-7746. 

6.       We will again be teaching a Parenting Class at the Salvation Army location in East Lake 

Courts.  We have a new helper who will help Jessica Stamper with those classes. 

7.       Pray for each of our graduates, too, as they seek stable housing (Jessica), better jobs and some 

still need transportation (Cindy). 

 

Chattanooga Christian Women’s Job Corps 

(CWJC) 

A Ministry of WMU 

Sponsored by Hamilton County Baptist Association 



Page 13     Hamilton County Baptist Association 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 14     Hamilton County Baptist Association 

 

 



Page 15     Hamilton County Baptist Association 

 

 



Page 16     Hamilton County Baptist Association 

 

 



Page 17     Hamilton County Baptist Association 

 

 



Page 18     Hamilton County Baptist Association 

 

 


