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Execut ive  Board Meet ing  

Hamilton County Baptist Association 

The Executive Board is composed of the Officers and Trustees, active pastors, heads of 

programs, chairperson of Finance and Personnel Committee, Team leaders of the two 

teams of the association and one member from each church (additional member for each 

1000 members not to exceed 5 from any church).  Guests are welcome. 

Monday, May 15, 2017 
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      Contents: 

Assistant DOM  7 

Calendar           2 

BCM-UTC   11   

CWJC 14     

DOM         5-6 

Financial      15ff  

HaCoBA      10  

Literacy    8-9 

Men/DR        12 

Minutes        3-4 

WMU     13 

May 

15—Franklin Graham Decision Tour Rally, 7:30pm, Coo-

lidge Park 

18– Senior Adult Spring Fling, 10:30am, Red Bank Baptist 

Church 

22– Bi-Vocational Pastor’s Dinner, 6:30pm, Wally’s ER 

23– Church Revitalization Network, 11am, South Seminole 

Baptist Church 

25– Pastor’s Prayer Group (North of River), 11am 

June 

6– Pastor’s Breakfast, 8am, Wally’s East Ridge 

8– Pastor’s Prayer Group (South of River), 11:30am 

22– Pastor’s Prayer Group (North of River), 11am 

July 

6- Pastor’s Prayer Group (South of River), 11am 

10 - ESL Council Lunch, 11:30am, HCBA 

11– Pastor’s Breakfast, 8am, Karl’s Hixson 

13– Administrative Leadership Team, 4pm, HCBA 

20– Pastor’s Prayer Group (North of River), 11am 

WORLD CHANGERS: July 8-15 & July 17-22 

August 

1– Pastor’s Breakfast, 8am, Wally’s East Ridge 

3—HCBMAA Luncheon, 11:30am 

4-5—WMU Missions Conference, Love Fellowship 

10– Pastor’s Prayer Group (South of River), 11:30am 

12 & 19—ESL Training 

24– Pastor’s Prayer Group (North of River), 11am 

Next Executive Board Meeting 

Monday, September 25 at 11am 
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Minutes of the Executive Board Meeting 

 

March 13, 2017 

1) Moderator Bill Mason called the meeting to order.  

2) Brady Wood, Pastor of Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, led the devotion from Reve-

lation 1 on receiving a fresh vision of who Jesus is as the Great Judge. 

3) The Minutes were approved as written. 

4) Doyle Pittman, HCBA Men’s Ministry Director, reported that disaster relief teams 

have begun doing rebuild in Gatlinburg now. Alabama Builders for Christ are rebuild-

ing Rowing Fort Baptist Church that was destroyed in the fire. Two disaster relief train-

ings are coming up. There’s a Collegiate Disaster Relief training on March 25, and a 

general training on April 7-8 at Brainerd Hills Baptist Church (Cost is $36). 

5) Moderator Bill Mason prayed for Jaime Parker, Worship Pastor at Bayside Baptist 

Church, and his family because of the sudden passing of his 22 year-old daughter Emi-

ly. 

6) Tina Williams, WMU Representative, encouraged everyone to come to their Annual 

WMU Meeting on May 1 at Brainerd Hills Baptist Church at 6pm. Also, please attend 

the Associational WMU training on August 4th and 5th (Friday and Saturday).  This is 

a Missions Education and Outreach Conference.  Friday will be mainly praise and wor-

ship (starting at 5:30 or 6:00pm) with a speaker.  Missionaries, Non-Profit organiza-

tions, and others will speak and set up exhibits on Saturday. Outreach targeted to youth 

and teens in 5th grade and higher will be included.  Please include on your church cal-

endars and inform your congregations. 

7) Steve Roper, Campus Minister of the UTC Baptist Collegiate Ministries, presented 

from his report. The BCM has a team serving on a Spring Break Missions trip to the 

Bronx, New York. There will also be several students serving in a variety of contexts 

on mission this summer. They hosted the UTC Global Studies Program last Friday in 

the BCM for the “Taste of Japan” experience.  Japanese students prepared food for 

many Anglo students. This was an amazing opportunity for students to share their faith. 

The world has come to our own back yard.  

8) Rita Waller of Christian Women’s Job Corp shared that their second semester has 

started. They have 11 students with 9 being active. She thanked those churches who 

provide a meal for the students each Monday. They just began another Parenting Class 

at the Salvation Army. This is proving to be a huge need. There was a waiting list from 

last semester. 
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Minutes of the last meeting continued 
9) Gerald Lawson, Director of HaCoBA Care, presented his written report. In January and 

February, they’ve had 14 professions of faith and 1 rededication. They’re supposed to have 

a new nurse starting on Fridays. Pray for HaCoBA Care’s location. 2 volunteers  have re-

signed because their inability to navigate the steps leading into the building. Pray for cour-

age and wisdom moving forward. 

10) Alan Johnston, Treasurer for HCBA, presented the financial reports. Churches are giv-

ing more this year than last. Year to date we have received $83,359 versus 79,736.86 last 

year. Several larger churches are giving more. This is very encouraging, and they're also 

participating more frequently. In January and February, we’ve basically broke even. Year to 

date totals are less encouraging but mostly can be explained by overlap in payroll, gifts, 

payroll taxes. 

11) Alan Denton, Assistant to the Director of Missions, reported the calendar (Page 2) and 

his report (Page 6). He showed the new website and thanked David Martin for his many 

years of faithful service. 

12) Dennis Culbreth, Director of Missions, gave his report. We’re working to support our 

local pastors. We have regional prayer groups and a monthly Church Revitalization net-

work. We’re leading the way on church revitalization from an associational level. There 

were 13 pastors at our last meeting. This is a difficult time for several of our churches, and 

they’re hurting. We want to equip them for what is happening, and the key is the local pas-

tor. Our Church Planting Network is going well. We’ve built many relationships with 

church planters that aren’t in the Southern Baptist Convention. We want to help them in 

their unique circumstances and problems. Moving forward, we want to build more minis-

tries to help our churches and developing more church plants. Personal interaction with the 

pastors is top priority. 

13) Dennis Culbreth, Director of Missions, thanked David Martin for his 13 and one half 

years of faithful service to our association and presented him with a gift card. He’s main-

tained our website as Web Specialist and rebuilt many computers for our churches’ use. 

14) Old Business: None 

15) New Business: None 

16) Prayer Requests: For Tricia Elkins, one of One Accord Community Church’s deacon’s 

wives; For churches to be strengthened through the Lord, For our Pastors and Leaders, 

Praise for Carol Martin’s recovery. 

17) Moderator Bill Mason dismissed the meeting. 
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Director of Missions 
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Director of Missions’ Letter to Our Churches 

 



Page 7     Hamilton County Baptist Association 

 

 

  Assistant to the DOM 

Our hope as an association is to equip our churches for meaningful ministry and be an ex-

tension of our churches in ministry in Hamilton County. I pray that we’re continuing to 

fulfill our mission well. Along those lines, we’ve purposed our website as an opportunity 

for church visibility within the community and as a resource for church ministry. We re-

cent uploaded information regarding our Salvation Bracelets and Block Party Trailer. My 

hope for the future of our site is that we’re able to create a page of the many ministry part-

ners of the Association where people or churches looking for partnerships can find them. 

All but one of our ESL classes has or will finish their spring semester soon. We’ve had 

over 400 students enrolled throughout our city! We’re excited to announce that we’re part-

nering with Mountain Creek Baptist Church to add a class on the North side of the river. 

Our next ESL Training is Saturdays, August 12 & 19.  

My hope is to reach out to churches and connect with those who are called into ministry 

and/or have gifts that would help our churches. I’m going to create a list of fill-in musi-

cians, young men looking for opportunities to preach, or those desiring to work in youth 

ministry, etc.  

I’ll allow Dennis to speak more to this, but we’ve enjoyed great Pastor’s Prayer Groups 

each month, Pastor’s Breakfasts, and Church Revitalization Network meetings. We also 

had our third College Ministry Network lunch and second Associate Pastor gathering. 

We’re working diligently to develop relationships with community partners like this as 

well as those that focus on ministering to the most vulnerable in our community, job de-

velopment, and financial empowerment. 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve here at HCBA. I’m enjoying my time, and I very 

much look forward to seeing what God will do in and through our churches and associa-

tion! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Alan Denton 
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Language Missions 

We have 8 different locations for ESL current-

ly, including new a launch at Mountain Creek 

Baptist Church beginning later this year. 

 
We’re looking to add another location on the 

North side of the river. Would your church 

be interested? Our association provides 

training plus literary resources for your 

classes 
 

Tutoring Children and Youth 

Helping a child with homework training for in-

dividuals, church workers or families. 

An opportunity for your church provided by 

HCBA!  Loretta Swingle will offer a custom-

ized training in your own setting.  You decide 

when and where along with the topics you 

need. 

This training could be for grandparents, family, 

friends, church leaders or neighbors to help any 

child with homework or subjects causing the 

need for extra assistance.     

 

If your church would like to offer help to adults 

desiring to understand how to assist with home-

work or tutoring children in your church, please 

contact me at hcba@baptistassociation.com 

 

Submitted by Alan Denton 
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FREE ENGLISH CLASSES  
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  In the days that we were open during March thru April 2017, we were able to serve 469 

clients. This number represents 420 adults and 857 children. Professions of faith were 

made by 10 clients with 6 rededicating their lives. 

  The Baptist Nursing Fellowship was busy checking the blood pressure of 31 clients, and 

17 clients received reading glasses. The nurses also help with witnessing and other jobs as 

needed. 

  Thanks to Publix Ooltewah, Sara Lee, Food City and Walmart for their donations of 

bread, pastries and canned food and meat. 

    HaCoBACare Ministries are in need of volunteers to pack food boxes and we need 

some Nurses to help with blood pressures and to give eye glasses for the clients, if you 

know of someone please let me or Mary Louise Gunnell know.  

    The Ministry was blessed with a large donation from UTC of food and misc. items. 

 

 Gerald Lawson 
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  Baptist Collegiate Ministries Report 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

By the time of this report, another academic year will be finished ,and we will be beginning summer 

school.  The end of every year is bittersweet.  By mid-spring, many of us are holding on hoping that our 

energy will last through to the end.  Many students are facing uncertainties during this time.  Perhaps it 

is something as simple as being unsure what they will do during the summer.  For others, their hearts 

are burdened by weightier things….perhaps an upcoming marriage.  Others still have completed their 4-

5 years; have walked the graduation line and are truly realizing that they have no real idea what their 

future holds.  For the campus minister, it is a time of grief.  We have invested ourselves in the lives of 

these young men and women for 4-5-6 years, and now it is time to say goodbye. We know, that many of 

them we will never see again.  Throughout the years that we have walked alongside these young men 

and women, we have taken every opportunity to encourage them to seek God and trust his guidance.  

Now, as we say goodbye, the Campus Minister is forced to live out the advice that we have given.  We 

must trust that God does have a plan for them and that He is guiding them.  We must believe that it is 

important for us to decrease in their lives that He might increase. 

 

In the meantime, ministry at the BCM does not stop.  It simply starts over.  As soon as finals were over, 

I began prioritizing projects that are necessary to get our facility ready for a whole new year.  We have 

already finished most of our promotional printing for the upcoming year…..cards, brochures and ban-

ners. We have said goodbye to our staff and student leaders.  We have already oriented new staff and 

installed the new leadership team of 26 students.  We have begun the planning for our Fall Retreat.  We 

have begun planning for Welcome Week in August, and we have scheduled over half of the churches 

for our fall semester lunches.  We are preparing to be a part of 6 Freshman Orientation sessions on cam-

pus.  It would appear to many that we are ahead of the game, but the truth is that we have only begun to 

scratch the surface of all that must be done.  August will be here before we know it, and we aren’t 

ready….but we will be! 

 

As you go about your summer, I would ask that you would pray for several of our students that have 

committed their summers to ministry. 2 students will serve through SendTn. 2 students will be on camp 

staffs. 2 students will be serving in local churches and 1 of our most recent graduates will serve the next 

year in Peru.   

 

“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who 

bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, "Your God reigns!"  (Isaiah 52:7) 

 

Respectfully, 

Steve Roper 

Baptist Collegiate Ministries of Chattanooga 
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Disaster Relief 
 

 

A callout for flood recovery teams to Missouri and Arkansas has been issued.  A team 

from Hamilton County is being assembled for early June.   A callout for chainsaw 

teams to Gatlinburg from high winds last week has also been issued. 

The main emphasis during this time has been on training with sessions held at Brain-

erd BX, Brainerd Hills Baptist, and the Missions Mobilization Center (MMC) in Mt. 

Juliet.  More details on each follows. 

The first collegiate disaster relief training was held on March 25th at the Brainerd BX.  

It was a success with 10 participants completing Introduction to Disaster Relief and 

Flood Recovery training.  These participants have been added to the Hamilton County 

disaster relief team. 

HCBA disaster relief training was held on April 7th and 8th at Brainerd Hills Baptist.   

There were 37 total people that took at least one class.  Fourteen of those were from 

churches outside of Hamilton County, mostly from Philippi Baptist in Cleveland.  

There were 22 new volunteers that got trained and 6 existing volunteers that got recer-

tified.  There were five churches from Hamilton County represented:  Bayside, Brain-

erd Hills, Lookout Valley, Red Bank, and South Seminole. 

Specialized training was held at the MMC on April 21st and 22nd.  Nine volunteers 

from Brainerd Hills, Red Bank, and Woodland Park completed Blue Hat (Crew Chief), 

Childcare, and Bucket Truck training.  

Doyle Pittman 

HCBA DR Coordinator 
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 WMU 
The HCBA WMU Annual meeting was held at Brainerd Hills 

Baptist Church on Monday, May 1st.  New officers were 

elected and will take office on September 1st, 2017. 

 

TN WMU Leadership training took place during the first 

weekend of May.  HCBA WMU will provide WMU training, 

as well as the Missions Education and Outreach Conference 

on Aug. 4th-5th. The times are Aug 4th (6:00pm-8:00pm) and 

Aug. 5th (10am-approx. 3:00pm).   

 

We are asking all of our Associational churches to come and support this effort.  The confer-

ence will mainly be at Love Fellowship Baptist Church and some at Hope for the Inner City.  

There will be something for everyone age 7 and older.  

 

Many of our TBMB representatives: Steve Pearson, Willie McLaurin, National Church Re-

newal Journey representatives, etc. - are scheduled to share with us.  Marybeth Culbreth and 

Antonio McLaurin are scheduled to lead breakouts for minister’s wives.  

 

Please add this to your church calendars and promote in your bulletins, newsletters, etc. Also 

pass on to those who lead your children, youth, and teens. 

 

Cynthia Brown 

WMU Associational Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cynthia Brown, WMU Director 
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Christian Women’s Job Corps 
         

This has been an excellent spring semester, On May 7, we celebrated with 7 

graduates.  We actually began with 10 participants, but three immediately got jobs. 

Their schedule wouldn’t allow them to continue.  Of that seven, six also have jobs, 

and one is working on her GED.  At this time, all participants are attending church ex-

cept one whose work schedule prohibits that most weeks.  (We are working on that!)  

We are seeing real change as women gain confidence, spiritual insight, and move to-

ward self-sufficiency. 

On May 1, volunteers from the community treated our women with a Spa 

Night, which was fun for everyone. 

Church groups continue to support this ministry with nightly meals and other 

volunteers.  This is a special time for everyone to have a fellowship meal.  Those pro-

viders often bring enough food for our women to take home and even bring to go 

boxes.  What a help! 

We continue to need large sizes of professional clothes for interviews, church, 

and for the workplace.   

We had 11 participants in our parenting classes.  This continues to meet a real 

need in this area.  Most clients in the Department of Children’s Services are required 

parenting, and ours is the only which has no cost to it.  It is a pleasure to strengthen 

families with this ministry. 

During this summer time, we want to recruit new mentors and new churches to 

participate.  We would love the opportunity to meet with churches and update them 

on what is happening with our women . 

Jane Everett, Site Coordinator 

Chattanooga Christian Women’s Job Corps 

(CWJC) 

A Ministry of WMU 

Sponsored by Hamilton County Baptist Association 
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