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Execut ive  Board Meet ing  

Hamilton County Baptist Association 

The Executive Board is composed of the Officers and Trustees, active pastors, heads of 

programs, chairperson of Finance and Personnel Committee, Team leaders of the two 

teams of the association and one member from each church (additional member for each 

1000 members not to exceed 5 from any church).  Guests are welcome. 

Monday, March 13, 2017 
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Assistant DOM  7 

Calendar           2 

BCM-UTC   11   

CWJC 14     

DOM         5-6 

Financial      15ff  

HaCoBA      10  

Literacy    8-9 

Men/DR        12 

Minutes        3-4 

WMU     13 

March 

16– Pastor’s Prayer Group (North of River), 11am 

25– Collegiate Disaster Relief Training, 10am-2pm, Brain-

erd Baptist BX 

27– Bi-Vocational Pastor’s Dinner, 6:30pm, Wally’s ER 

28– Church Revitalization Network, 11am, White Oak Ac-

cess Campus 

April 

4– Pastor’s Breakfast, 8am, Wally’s East Ridge 

4– Associate Pastor’s Network Lunch, 11:30am,                

O’ Charley’s Hixson 

7 & 8– Disaster Relief Training, Brainerd Hills Baptist 

Church 

13– Administrative Leadership Team Meeting, 4pm, HCBA 

20– Pastor’s Prayer Group (South of River), 11:30am 

25– College Ministry Network Lunch, 11am, Chili’s in 

Hixson 

27– Pastor’s Prayer Group (North of River), 11am 

May 

1– Associational Annual WMU Meeting, 6pm, Brainerd 

Hills Baptist Church 

2– Pastor’s Breakfast, 8am, Karl’s Hixson 

4– HCBMAA Dinner, 5:45pm, Logan’s Roadhouse 

5-(Tentatively) ESL Appreciation Dinner, 6pm, China Moon 

8– Church Planter’s Network, 11am, Christ Reformed 

Baptist Church 

11- Pastor’s Prayer Group (South of River), 11am 

11– Missions and Ministry Team Meeting, 5pm, HCBA 

Next Executive Board Meeting 

Monday, May 15 at 11am 
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Minutes of the Executive Board Meeting 

 

January 23, 2017 

1) Moderator Bill Mason called the meeting to order and opened in prayer.  

2) Tommy Taylor, Pastor of Falling Water Baptist Church, led the devotion from Romans 15:5 on 

Jesus as the great encourager and our Great High Priest. 

3) Steve Roper, Campus Minister of the UTC Baptist Collegiate Ministries, presented from his report. 

Long breaks are difficult on students, and getting them into a rhythm becomes harder. The pace of 

college ministry is different now. Leadership development is an ongoing priority. More than ever 

in the future, we will need all the support we can get. Groups like the TBC & HCBA are more 

needed than ever in kingdom mission. 

4) The Minutes were approved as written. 

5) Doyle Pittman, HCBA Men’s Ministry Director, reported that November was  such a huge day 

with fires and severe storms. A team from Brainerd Hills is going up this weekend. 2,800 struc-

tures were destroyed in Gatlinburg. We are also coordinating to help in Sequatchie county with 

their tornado cleanup. 

6) Cynthia Brown, HCBA WMU Director, said that she hoped to be more intentional to share Christ 

& the love of Christ. She asked that churches bring food and canned goods for HaCoBA. Please 

attend the Associational WMU training on August 4th and 5th (Friday and Saturday).  This is a 

Missions Education and Outreach Conference.  Friday will be mainly praise and worship (starting 

at 5:30 or 6:00pm) with a speaker.  Missionaries, Non-Profit organizations, and others will speak 

and set up exhibits on Saturday. Outreach targeted to youth and teens in 5th grade and higher will 

be included.  Please include on your church calendars and inform your congregations. 

7) Jessica Stamper of Christian Women’s Job Corp shared that one student accepted Jesus as their 

Savior! Morris Hill Baptist Church has been walking alongside that woman. They’ve transitioned 

into looking for participants. Parent’s Class begins the first week of March at the Salvation Army. 

This is proving to be a huge need. There is a waiting list from last semester. 

8) Gerald Lawson, Director of HaCoBA Care, presented his written report. In the three 

months this budget year, they have had 13 clients receive Christ and 3 rededicate their 

lives. Pray that people and churches would be there to encourage them. They’re looking 

for ways to start a discipleship program where people can walk one on one with them. 

There’s still need for some retired nurses to volunteer. Please contact Mary Louis Gunnell 

at 423-894-6456 if you’re interested. 
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Minutes of the last meeting continued 

9) Moderator Bill Mason prayed for those 14 people who had received Christ. 

10) Dennis Culbreth, Director of Missions, presented the financial reports. We were behind 

$8,122.86 in December, but it was a large expense month with $3,100 coming from our annual 

audit. We have cut back on personnel and moved more funds toward ministry. We’re offering 

many more ministries from our general budget, not designated funds and accounts. There have 

been several churches increase their giving this year.  

11) Alan Denton, Assistant to the Director of Missions, reported the calendar and his report on 

Page 6. He was requested to correct a mistake on the calendar (to remove the February 23 Ex-

ecutive Board and change Bridge of Hope to Christian Women’s Job Corp from page 7. Alan 

showed the new website and spoke about the ESL training with 18 people attending. 

12) Dennis Culbreth, Director of Missions, gave his report. 10. We’re working together with a Da-

vid Jeremiah church plant in Boise that has acquired an old church that had its home church 

dying. Further details about missions in Detroit will be given later. He preached at Mount Car-

mel Baptist Church, and they're looking to become more involved in the association, including 

Disaster Relief. The Samford Bible Institute is beginning in the fall. They need teachers with 

Masters of Divinity or greater. This won't cost the association anything. It’s $50 per class. 

We're offering a fellowship time and reading "Reclaiming Glory," about Church Revitaliza-

tion. The last Church Planting Network meeting we met at  Sojourn Community Church.  

They’re a young church that is remodeling. They need an electrician to help hang lights. They 

also need to install a drop ceiling and to paint for free. Monthly pastor prayer groups are doing 

well. They have opened many doors to have better relationships with pastors. 

13) Dwight Millsaps reported. He was the Pastor for 12 years at God's Gathering Place. He told 

the churches' & his story. They are giving the church building and property to Brainerd Baptist 

Church for their Hispanic church pastored by Carlos Betancourt. He’s very relieved and excit-

ed about how God will use that space. 

14) Old Business: None 

15) New Business: None 

16) Prayer Requests: Storms in Alabama, Georgia, and Florida; Sam Taylor, a pastor in Cleve-

land, who has cancer; Johnny Horne’s church that had a tree down on their property. 

17) Tony Wilson, Pastor of White Oak Baptist Church, closed the meeting in prayer. 
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Director of Missions 

I love HCBA and want it to be used to uplift and encourage the 107 churches that make up this or-

ganization.  Hamilton County Baptist Association exists solely to assist the churches in this county 

to carry out the Great Commission.   

 

When I was called to this position, I laid out a strategy to help bring the ministries of the association 

in line with the church of the 21st Century.  The strategy is very simple.                      

1. To Encourage and help equip the pastor, who is the key to a healthy church, to be successful.     

2. To Engage the culture with the Gospel of Jesus.  

3. To Expand the Kingdom with new church plants.  

 

Our association has been busy about the task of implementing these three strategic tasks. 

1. Encourage and help equip the pastor to be successful. 

Regional Prayer Groups: These monthly prayer meetings allow pastors to come together, 

pray, and fellowship with one another.   

Various networks of pastors and staff:  For example, we have a Church Planter Network, a 

College Minister Network, a Music Minister Network, a Bi-vocational Pastor’s Dinner, a 

Pastor’s Breakfast, a Church Revitalization Group, and many more.  All of these intend to 

foster collaboration, fellowship, and encouragement. 

Samford University Ministry Training Institute: Beginning this fall, the institute is designed 

to help equip the local pastor with some basic tools to more effectively pastor his church. 

This will also allow laity and pastors to receive biblical training at a reasonable price. It will 

be a great tool to assist our churches and pastors.  

Other Opportunities: I am available to assist churches and pastors as needs arise with conflict 

resolution, referral services, pulpit supply, Pastor Search Committee Training, etc.  

2. Engage the Culture with the Gospel of Jesus. 

HaCoBA Care: We are continuing the HaCoBa Care Ministry in St. Elmo. This ministry is run 

entirely by volunteers and does an outstanding job caring for the poor and sharing the Gos-

pel.  People are being led to the Lord through this valuable ministry. 

English as a Second Language: This valuable ministry assists those who have recently arrived 

in our country and need assistance in learning the language.  This is a valuable way of intro-

ducing these newcomers to the local church and ultimately to the claims of Christ. We have 

8 of our churches involved in this wonderful ministry and provide valuable training and re-

sources for them. We also rejoice when students accept Christ through this ministry.   

Christian Women’s Job Corp: The CWJC provides assistance in helping the underprivileged 

women prepare for future employment and also provides discipleship. 

Disaster Relief:  Our association has 9 churches with Disaster Relief teams with many volun-

teers from other churches contributing. These volunteer are ready to go in times of disaster 

to serve. Local trainers are available to offer training for churches.   
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Director of Missions 

3. Expand the Kingdom through New Church Plants. 

Local Church Planting: We provide encouragement, networking, and limited assistance in new 

church planting locally (however, remember churches start churches and not associations. 

We are here to assist you.). 

National Church Planting: We provide ministry opportunities in other parts of the country by 

adopting Boise, ID as a future church plant. We have several churches getting involved in 

this project. 

 

Meanwhile, we have become a very lean association. Rather than burdening ourselves with the up-

keep of our own facilities, we are renting (at a reduced rate) office space from the Tennessee Bap-

tist Children’s Home. We have a small but effective and efficient staff, who are committed to assist-

ing our churches in carrying out the Good News. We are seeking to run all these ministries under a 

very lean budget, and our desire is to continue to be good stewards of the Lord’s money. Our asso-

ciation relies completely on the generosity of our churches Hamilton County to operate this 

ministry, as we do not receive support from the Cooperative Program.  

 

I also wanted to let you know of needs that we have at the association.  There is much to be done if 

we are to be more effective to reaching the metro Chattanooga area and all of Hamilton County 

with the Gospel.  

 We need your assistance in starting ministries targeting the vulnerable communities of need in 

our area. The world is moving to our fine city, and we have a responsibility to reach them with 

the message of the Gospel.  There are ministries that need to be started targeting unreached peo-

ple.  Help us by assisting financially to reach these groups. 

 We need your assistance to continue to assist our church plants. More financial assistance would 

allow us to assist in strategically funding some of these plants, so they can purchase some start 

up equipment. 

 We need to better equip and support our existing ministries such as HaCoBa Care, so they can 

be more effective in reaching others with the Gospel.  

 We want to assist our churches to become more effective in evangelism by providing assistance 

and training in this area. 

This past fall the churches of our association gathered for our Annual Meeting at the Silverdale/St. 

Elmo Campus and celebrated what God is doing in our churches. We honored churches of all sizes 

for their dedication in evangelism, for their commitment to ministries such as disaster relief, and 

provided them the opportunity to take canned goods to HaCoBa.  We also recognized four seminar-

ians who received financial support to assist in their education. We are a family! We are members 

of the Kingdom of God, and He has given us the responsibility of sharing the message of Christ in 

Chattanooga. This is our Jerusalem! Let us be found faithful!   

 

In His Service, 

Dennis Culbreth 
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  Assistant to the DOM 
Since our last Executive Board meeting, we have officially launched our new website. Thank you to Scott 

Grizzle of Zao Media, who’s done a tremendous job. We’re excited for the accessibility this offers people 

to see our churches and ministries. Each church has their own page that includes their information, a way 

to contact the pastor, and a map. Our hope is to add online giving as a part of this new site soon. Our ini-

tiative to have a great presence on social media is going well. We currently have 398 likes on Facebook, 

133 followers on Twitter, and 158 followers on Instagram. 

We also had our second College Ministry Network lunch in February, where we had 8 college ministers 

around our area join us to fellowship and discuss ministering to this generation of students. Out of this 

initiative, we have scheduled a Collegiate Disaster Relief Training on March 25 from 10am-2pm at the 

Brainerd Baptist BX in partnership with the Tennessee Baptist Mission Board’s Wesley Jones. Our desire 

is to see college students connected meaningfully into missions and into their local churches through Dis-

aster Relief.  

We’ve also introduced another “Our HCBA Story” video about the ministry of HaCoBA Care. Our next 

video will feature the ministry of the BCM and how God is and has used that ministry to change lives. I 

encourage you to visit our Facebook page or YouTube channel to watch this video if you haven’t. 

7 of our ESL classes have started back up. Last semester we had 446 students enrolled throughout our 

city! We’re excited to announce that we’re partnering with Mountain Creek Baptist Church to add a class 

on the North side of the river. We held our latest ESL Training on Saturdays, January 21 & 28. There 

were 14 enrolled to take this course. 

We also began an Associate Pastor gathering on Tuesday, January 31 for them to network, pray for one 

another, encourage one another, and collaborate. We had 5 Associate Ministers join us. Our next lunch is 

Tuesday, April 4. 

I’ll allow Dennis to speak more to this, but we’ve enjoyed great Pastor’s Prayer Groups each month, Pas-

tor’s Breakfasts, and Church Revitalization Network meetings. We will also be meeting with Child Evan-

gelism Fellowship soon about finding ways to partner and minister together. We’re working diligently to 

develop relationships with community partners like this as well as those that focus on ministering to the 

most vulnerable in our community, job development, and financial empowerment. 

Finally, I want to use this space to thank David Martin for his hard work and faithful service to HCBA. 

I’m grateful for his friendship and the many hours spent making sure our website was great resource for 

our churches and fixing computers for our churches’ use. 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve here at HCBA. I’m enjoying my time, and I very much look for-

ward to seeing what God will do in and through our churches and association! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Alan Denton 
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Language Missions 

We have 8 different locations for ESL current-

ly, including new a launch at Mountain Creek 

Baptist Church beginning later this year. 

 
We’re looking to add another location on the 

North side of the river. Would your church 

be interested? Our association provides 

training plus literary resources for your 

classes 
 

Tutoring Children and Youth 

Helping a child with homework training for in-

dividuals, church workers or families. 

An opportunity for your church provided by 

HCBA!  Loretta Swingle will offer a custom-

ized training in your own setting.  You decide 

when and where along with the topics you 

need. 

This training could be for grandparents, family, 

friends, church leaders or neighbors to help any 

child with homework or subjects causing the 

need for extra assistance.     

 

If your church would like to offer help to adults 

desiring to understand how to assist with home-

work or tutoring children in your church, please 

contact me at hcba@baptistassociation.com 

 

Submitted by Alan Denton 
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FREE ENGLISH CLASSES  
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    In the days that we were open during January thru February 2017, we were able to 

serve 593 clients. This number represents 1027 adults and 544 children. Professions of 

faith were made by 14 clients with 1 rededicating their life. 

  The Baptist Nursing Fellowship was busy checking the blood pressure of 68 clients, and 

56 clients received reading glasses. The nurses also help with witnessing and other jobs as 

needed. 

  Thanks to Publix Ooltewah, Sara Lee, Food City and Walmart for their donations of 

bread, pastries and canned food and meat. 

    HaCoBACare Ministries are in need of volunteers to pack food boxes, and we need 

some Nurses to help with blood pressures and to give eye glasses for the clients. If you 

know of someone please let me or Mary Louise Gunnell know at 423-894-6456.  

 

 Gerald Lawson 
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  Baptist Collegiate Ministries Report 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

By this time of the year, the thoughts of students are really focused on Spring Break and the completion 

of the school year.  During the time of this meeting a group of 7 from the BCM are in the Bronx, NY.  

They have given up their Spring Break and paid several hundred dollars to minister with Graffiti 2 Min-

istries.  Graffiti 2 is a NAMB ministry that also functions as a church plant in the Mott Haven commu-

nity of the Bronx.  Started in 2005, Graffiti 2 ministers to children and their families and is having a tre-

mendous impact upon the community they serve.  We have been fortunate to be their ministry partners 

for several years. 

 

In addition, to service in the Bronx, we presently have 4 students that have committed their summer to 

mission service.  One student from Bayside Baptist will be a part of an IMB/Nehemiah Team to South 

Korea and Cambodia.  One student from South Pittsburg will serve as a part of a traveling youth camp 

team at Linden Valley Baptist Conference Center and Carson Springs Baptist Conference Center.  An-

other student from Ridgedale Baptist will serve with Student Life Camps. The last student, from Brain-

erd Hills Baptist, will serve on staff at Camp Cedar Lake.   

 

An additional student, that grew up within the Presbyterian church but has been involved in our minis-

try all 4 years of college, upon graduation in May will serve for the next year on mission in Peru. 

 

The book of 1 John speaks eloquently regarding the absolute necessity of being light in the world and 

being the bearer of Christ’s love to those around us.   I am so incredibly thankful for the continued 

faithfulness of Hamilton County Baptists and Tennessee Baptists as they invest in those that will need 

to bear that light into the future.  It has been our privilege at BCM to support the churches of these 

young men and women by walking alongside them during their college experience.  I am incredibly 

proud of how they have chosen to respond to the Gospel that we together have taught them. My prayer 

is they will multiply their faith wherever Kingdom work takes them. 

 

“This is how we have come to know love: He laid down His life for us.  We should also lay down our 

lives for our brothers.”  (1 John 3:16) 

 

 

Respectfully, 

Steve Roper 

Baptist Collegiate Ministries of Chattanooga 
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Disaster Relief 
 

 

The Brainerd Hills Baptist chainsaw unit responded with a team of 8 to the wildfire 

disaster in Gatlinburg, Tennessee from January 27th and 28th. They also responded to 

tree cleanup from the November tornadoes in McMinn County on March 4th.    

Collegiate disaster relief training is scheduled for March 25th at the Brainerd Baptist 

BX.  Classes included are Introduction to Disaster Relief and Flood Recovery. 

HCBA disaster relief training is scheduled for April 7th and 8th at Brainerd Hills Bap-

tist.  Classes included are Introduction to Disaster Relief, Recertification, Chainsaw 

Operation & Safety, Rebuild, Flood Recovery, and Shower/Laundry. 

I attended the TN DR Leadership Council meeting at the Missions Mobilization Center 

in Mt. Juliet on February 24th. 

 

Doyle Pittman 

HCBA DR Coordinator 
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 WMU 
WMU had our Extended Leadership Team (ELT) meeting at the TBC 

on February 4th.  During the meeting, our members were encouraged to 

send cards and gifts to our Missionary Kid’s (MK) for their birthday.  

We also discussed Children’s Ministry Day, the week of prayer for 

North American Missions/Annie Easter Offering, WMU churches part-

nering with African American churches in a missions project, our annual 

meeting, and the Missions Education and Outreach Conference. 

Children’s Ministry Day was Saturday, February 18th.  Many of our 

WMUs provided opportunities for our children, youth, and teens to be 

involved in missions and share the love of Christ in their communities.  

Youth at LFBC helped with a ladies luncheon for single moms, widows, 

and veterans the prior week and were encouraged to follow up with letters, etc. on the 18th.  Other churches 

provided meals, volunteered at non-profits, etc.  

The Week of Prayer for North American Missions (NAMB) was March 5th-12th.  The theme was “Together 

for His Kingdom.”  WMU promoted the day of prayer in our churches and encouraged congregations to give 

to the offering.  100% of the offer goes towards support of North American missions.    

The effort to connect WMU churches with African American churches for the purpose of partnering together 

for a missions effort is still in process, along with a possible quilt show to support the TBCH.  We are excited 

about the possibility of collaborating with other churches to support the Lord’s work in our communities.  

Our annual meeting will be at Brainerd Hills on Monday, May 1st at 6:00pm.  The cost of the meal is $8.00.  

We will elect new officers at the meeting.  The meeting is for everyone, not just women, or WMU members.  

We encourage churches to invite others from their church to attend.  Please contact me if there is interest.  

The Missions Education and Outreach Conference will be on Friday evening, August 4th (approx.. 6:00pm-

8:00pm) and Saturday morning (approx.. 10:00am-2:00am) at Love Fellowship Baptist Church – additional 

details to follow.  We would like for each of our churches to promote this opportunity to connect with mis-

sionaries, non-profits, fellow Christians, etc.  Please put this effort on your church calendars and let us know if 

your church is willing to help with food, transportation, speakers, etc.  Any assistance is appreciated.    

Upcoming efforts/Next Steps: 
·Missions Get Together and Connection – Theme:  “By All Means” – Mar 31-Apr 2 

·April 9th – Cooperative Program Sunday 

·May 1st – HCBA Annual WMU Meeting 

·May 5th-6th  Frameworks Training for WMU Associational Leaders 

·July 22 – National Serving Your Community Day 

  August 4th-5th  - Missions Education and Outreach Conference – Love Fellowship Baptist Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cynthia Brown, WMU Director 



Page 14     Hamilton County Baptist Association 

 

 

Christian Women’s Job Corps 
         

Christian Women’s Job Corps began their second semester on February 6 with 

11 wonderful participants.  Nine remain very active and enthusiastic.  We continue to 

use as many outside resources as possible to give our women as much information as 

possible.  After a presentation by The Tennessee Career Center, two of our women 

went there and were hired for full time positions that very day.  Another woman took 

her pretest for the HISET/GED and passed!  This was her first step to getting a better 

job.   

We couldn’t be as effective without the continued support of so many of our 

churches providing the meals.  Frequently, they bring “to go” boxes so the women 

can take anything left home for another day.  Also, we could never say enough about 

the special women who are mentors.  This relationship is so meaningful as our wom-

en strive to meet their goals. 

We would love the opportunity to speak with WMU and Women’s Groups and 

update them on this life changing program.  This also enables us to recruit additional 

mentors which we really need. 

Jane Everett 

Site Coordinator 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Chattanooga Christian Women’s Job Corps 

(CWJC) 

A Ministry of WMU 

Sponsored by Hamilton County Baptist Association 
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